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that she had made a previous will while I was on service, and
now she thought the time had come to alter it as I had returned
safely. Since the making of the first will she had become entitled
to further property owing to the death of her mother. I remember
Miss Pearce going away for her holiday in 1920; she went some-
where about August. It was prior to that that my wife referred
to the will. It was before July that she epoke about it, but I
cannot fix the actual date. In July my wife went away from
home to stay with a friend at Hoddesdon, a Mrs. Wise. As far
as I recollect, it was after her visit to Mrs. Wise that she men-
tioned the will. My wife made a second will on the 8th July.
After some general conversation with reference to the previous
will, my wife told me of the rather complicated condition she had
made. She wished to have a much shorter and simpler one, and
at her request, with her knowledge, I drew up a very short docu-
ment, the document which has been produced. My wife signed
that document. Miss Pearce and the servant, Lily Candy, who
was afterwards Lily Evans, were present when she signed it. As
far as I remember, it took place in the evening. My wife. Miss
Pearce, and myself were in the drawing-room. I believe Miss
Pearce called Lily Candy, but I am not quite certain. I have a
distinct recollection of my wife saying Lily would do for the other
witness. After the will was executed it was placed with my wife's
securities in the small safe which is kept in the Bouse. There
was not the least secrecy in my wife having; made another will.
During the time my wife was away at Hoddesdon in 1920 my
wife's niece was staying with us. She was asked to stay with
the idea that she might ultimately be a companion to my wife.
Unfortunately she developed mental trouble while staying with us,
and was taken to an asylum. I kept my wife fully advised of
this during the course of the trouble by letter. It was a matter
that troubled my wife very much; she was a favourite niece.
During that time I received a letter from the lady who gave evi-
dence to the effect that she would be staying with some friends
in the neighbourhood of London, and inquiring whether I would
be likely to be in London about that time. I had an appoint-
ment with counsel at a conference, and I met her. We dined at
the Oddenino Bestaurant, and then I took her to the train.
The first occasion on which I became aware that there was
anything amiss with my wife was on Monday, 9th August, 1920.
I recollect that date because it was the day of one of my benches,
and usually no benches are held on a Bank Holiday. The benches
are held on the first and third Mondays in the month. The 2nd
August being a Bank Holiday, the bench was held on the 9th. On
that day I left my wife apparently in perfectly normal health when
I went to the office in the morning. I was rather late for lunch,
as the bench was rather a lengthy one. When I came back to
lunch she surprised me by saying before the children that she
expected I had been arrested—that she had been doing something
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